							
	           War Child Lament, 2020

 Fallen leaves return to their roots –– a Chinese Proverb

Alpine waters flow beside time-worn cobblestones where 
I was born ten miles from Dachau in the "U.S. War Zone."
Sacrifices from my American families, our unlikely 
patchwork of allies divided by North and South, 
united to free the medieval city of my birth –– 
amid ruins of plagues and war over centuries –– 
banishing that latest world-wide contagion, 
even the cobblestones freed from harrowing sounds, 
no more staccato from the boots of marching Nazis.
Yet today we hear America's remaining World War II 
refugees and Holocaust survivors report increased 
		   levels of PTSD.

Some believe that death will return our souls 
to a place we were before we were born. 
So I'll pray my soul shall not return to the small 
Bavarian town up the Isar River, home to no friends 
nor familial roots, where a forced labor camp once 
supported Dachau's gruesome machinations.
Let my seeds and last leaves nourish peace I've found 
here with streets of old stone and mountain fed streams 
of the native Tewa White Shell water that sustained 
		         Santa Fe. 
	No, my soul need not boomerang back 
	across the Atlantic –– 
		all my beloved country a plagued 
		U.S. war zone now.

                                       ––  Mary Ann  Crowe
					  


[©2020        Note: "santa fe" translates as "holy faith"
Related sources:
					Fallen Leaves reference: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/19/world/asia/yu-lihua-90-dies-writer-spoke-to-rootless-chinese-emigres.html   

PTSD in holocaust survivors and veterans: 
one of the 1045 commenters to Roger Cohen's was a psychologist/social worker working with Holocaust survivors and refugees:

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/28/opinion/donald-trump-europe-china.html?searchResultPosition=6#commentsContainer       1045 comments

https://www.jpost.com/health-science/coronavirus-pandemic-can-trigger-ptsd-for-holocaust-survivors-study-643433
https://time.com/5893855/military-suicides-coronavirus/

https://thehill.com/homenews/sunday-talk-shows/501543-former-nato-commander-protests-arent-a-battlespace-to-be-dominated

https://www.healio.com/news/psychiatry/20200921/positive-result-on-ptsd-screen-linked-to-58-increase-in-veteran-suicide-mortality-risk      

https://time.com/5893855         ]












